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NOTICE OF REJECTION GROUNDS 



Patent Application; Filing No.: 
Date of drafting notice: 
Patent examiner: 
Applicant's attorney: 
Applicable law sections: 



Hll-292847 
Feb. 14, 2005 
Tatsuo UMEMOTO 
Yoshiyuki OSUGA and another 
Section 29, item 2 



Above captioned application is to be rejected under the below-stated grounds. Applicants 
may submit their opinion on these rejection grounds within 60 days after the dispatch date of this 
notice. 



Grounds 

The inventions associated with below-identified claims of this application are determined 
to have been easy for an ordinary skilled person in the art to arrive at before filing of this application 
based on the inventions disclosed in the below-listed publications, which have been distributed in 
Japan or in other countries before the filing of this application and, therefore, are not allowed for a 
patent under provisions set forth in Section 29, item 2 of the Patent Law. 



Detail 

(see separate List of Specifics of Referenced Documents 
for detail of the reference documents indicated by document numbers) 



Claims: 1-9 
Reference documents 1-3 
Comments: 

It is considered a prior art technology to determine equivalence by comparing relative 
positions between the papillary ridge lines and papillary ridge line shapes of one fingerprint against 
those of another fingerprint because there are descriptions such as those found in Document 1, 
right-hand column on page 2008, "3.1 Fundamental concept and procedure of this matching method" 
and in Document 2, left-hand column on page 6, "3.5 matching procedure". It is deemed to have 
been easy for a person in the art to derive a configuration of a kind equivalent to the configuration of 
the claim 1 invention and comprising a ridge relation obtaining unit and a matching unit from what 
are described in Documents 1 and 2. And it is judged consequently that it has been easy for a person 
in the art to arrive at the claim 1 invention of the present application bases on the descriptions in 
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Documents 1 and 2. 

It is also deemed to have been easy for a person in the art to arrive at the claim 2 and 3 
inventions of the present application by incorporating the technology described in Document 3 and 
concerned with using an imaginary feature point, and hence, based on a combination of descriptions 
contained in Documents 1, 2 and 3. 

The same rejection grounds apply similarly to the method claims, claims 4-6 and to the 
recording-medium claims, claims 7-9. 

We may notify you of additional rejection grounds later when and if they are found. 

List of Specifics of Referenced Documents 

1 . Michio YAMADA, Akihisa KOD ATE, Hideyoshi TOMINAGA: "Proposal of Description 
Method of Fingerprint Structure and Identification Algorithm Using Geometric Characteristics", 
Journal of the Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, Japan, The 
Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, September 25, 1993, 
VolJ76-D-ll, No.9, pp. 2004-2014. 

2. Akihisa KODATE, Sei SHU, Yoshiyori URANO, Hideyoshi TOMINAGA: "Proposal of 
Fingerprint Structure based Fingerprint Matching and an Image Encoding System", Technical 
Development Reports of the Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, 
Japan, The Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, June 19, 1997, 
Vol.97, No.112, pp. 1-8. 

3. Japanese Patent Application, Publication No. Hll-195119, Gazette 

Record of prior art document searches performed 
Search areas: IPC 7 th version G06T 7/00 

Database Name: JST Plus files (JOIS) 

The record of prior art document searches does not constitute any part of Notice of Rejection 
Grounds. 

If there is any question regarding the above notice of the rejection ground, or if you wish to 
interview the examiner in charge, please contact the person indicated below. 

Tatsuo Umemoto, Image processing, Patent examination Dept. 4, 
Tel. 03-3581-1101, ext. 3531 
Fax. 03-3501-0715 



